
Toolbox Talk
Working at Heights – Dropped Object Prevention
Introduction
A drill dropped from a balcony hits the ground at over 50 km/h, fast enough to kill someone walking below. Dropped tools, materials, and equipment are one of the most common and most preventable hazards on multi-level sites. Our Working at Heights policy (Safety Manual, Section 38) requires us to secure everything we take up with us, our tools, our hard hats, and our equipment. This talk covers how we protect the people below our work area.
Key Points
Control Zones:
· Set up a control zone below the work area whenever there is a risk of dropped tools, material, or equipment.
· Keep other workers and the public out of the zone, signage and barriers guide people around the hazard, not through it.
Tool Lanyards (Alberta OHS Code Part 22):
· Tool lanyards are required when working on balconies, near an unguarded edge, or on a work platform.
· Tools weighing over 0.5 kg used at heights above 1.8 m must be tethered when other people are or could be present below.
· Tool lanyards must meet the ANSI/ISEA 121 certification at minimum. Tool lanyards are provided as required - ask your supervisor.
Hard Hat Retention:
· Required in windy conditions or any situation where headgear could be displaced.
· Required when head movement could displace the hard hat - overhead electrical work where you are looking up or down is a known displacement scenario.
· Required any time you are at a height where a dropped item could strike a person below, including work from ladders, scissor lifts, boom lifts, and scaffolds.
Securing Equipment at Heights:
· Ladders and equipment used near edges must be secured so they cannot slide or tip off the work area.
· Tether ladders to the structure to prevent the ladder itself from falling 
· Material staged on balconies or near edges must be secured or moved back from the edge.
If Something Drops - Report It:
· All dropped tools, material, and equipment must be reported to your immediate supervisor as soon as possible, even when nothing was hit. A near miss today is tomorrow’s incident.
· Complete the SiteDocs Incident form, signed by the worker and supervisor. The supervisor completes an initial investigation.
· The general contractor is notified if the incident involves a near miss, another trade, property damage, emergency services, or a rescue.
Final thoughts
Everything you carry up must come down the same way, in your hand or on a tether, never through the air. Before you start work at height, ask yourself: what here can fall, and who could it hit? Tether your tools, clip your hard hat, secure your ladder and material, and set your control zone. The person below you is counting on it.


Discussions
Thoughts on dropped objects or close calls that can or have occurred?
Which of your tools are hardest to tether, and what would make it easier?
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